On the basis of these discussions regarding prospective challenges to United States warships, this principal conclusion is respectfully submitted for consideration by the leadership of our Navy: 

- that if something is not done to clarify our standard shipboard organizations; to give Commanding Officers enough time and resources to conduct effective independent on-board battle training; to protect and care for warship crewmembers under stress and in violence; to control the cumulative uncoordinated administrative burdens imposed upon shipboard personnel by off-ship authorities; and to understand and manage how these factors impact combat effectiveness, then the ability of our Naval Surface Forces and Naval Air Forces to prevail in littoral combat will remain in serious doubt.
There is no official or agency within the Department of the Navy at present that takes these factors systematically into account in order to gauge their combined potential effects upon the combat effectiveness of the U.S. Fleet.

