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1 July 2009

The Honorable Raymond Edwin Mabus

Secretary of the Navy

1000 Navy Pentagon

Washington, DC 20350-1000

Dear Secretary Mabus:

On the basis of a professional lifetime committed to assisting in strengthening the fighting capabilities of the United States Navy, and with sincere respect, I wish to submit this principal conclusion for your consideration: that if something is not done to modernize our Navy’s standard shipboard organizations; to give ships enough time and resources to conduct effective independent on-board battle training; to protect and care for warship crewmembers under stress and in violence; to control the cumulative uncoordinated administrative burdens imposed upon shipboard personnel by off-ship authorities; and to understand and manage how these factors impact combat effectiveness, then the ability of our Naval Surface Forces and Naval Air Forces to prevail in littoral combat will remain in serious doubt.

Discussions of these factors are offered via  C25 ANNOTATED INDEX.doc
within http://www.dacom.com/fighting-ability/.

I believe there is no office or agency within the Department of the Navy that takes these considerations systematically into account in order to gauge their combined potential effects on the combat effectiveness of the United States Fleet.

I would be pleased and honored to discuss this conclusion further in any manner you may consider useful.

Very respectfully,

Encl: Experience summary

