Daniel S. Appleton PhD Captain, US Navy (Ret)

850 Coast View Dr. Laguna Beach CA 92651

(949) 494-2753


FOLLOWING CORRESPONDENCE (OR SIMILAR) HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO CHAIRMEN OF NAVY-RELATED SUBCOMMITTEES OF THE US SENATE AND HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES:

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy

Chairman, Senate Subcommittee on Seapower

Senate Committee on Armed Services

United States Senate


228 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-2101 

Subject: Potentials for Strengthening of Fighting Abilities in the United States Fleets

Dear Senator Kennedy:

This is to ask you to consider inquiring into possible means for strengthening the proficiency and safety of the men and women who direct, operate, and care for the warships of the United States Navy.

Of immediate concern is a recent finding by the Navy’s Board of Inspection and Survey that two first-line Naval warships were considered “unfit for combat” due to extensive material discrepancies. These two modern warships had become, in effect, useless. (One each in the Atlantic and Pacific Fleets.) 

Questions remain as to the extent of similar conditions in our Navy today, as to implications regarding the security of the Nation, and as to whether Congressional support could be helpful.

This request to you is premised on over 65 years of Navy active duty and supplementary professional research. This work is recounted in detail in Item A01 (Research Narrative) within www.dacom.com/fighting-ability. 
I have attached the following reports to help explain this request:

(Item nos. refer to entries in above website.)
Discussion by a Navy flag officer.  [C16]
Background of this writer.  [B89]
Discussion: “Fighting Ability in American Warships” [C10]
Personal letter to the Secretary of the Navy.  [C17]
Very respectfully,

Daniel S. Appleton

Captain, U.S. Navy (Ret)

