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Daniel S. Appleton PhD Captain, U. S. Navy (Ret) 

850 Coast View Drive Laguna Beach, CA 92651 949.494.2153 

DSA@1940.usna.com 

6 March 2006 

The Honorable George W. Bush 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Subject: The United States Navy is Seriously Unprepared for Near-Shore Warfare 

Dear President Bush: 

I ask you to consider the following observations and recommendation resulting from a lifetime of United States Navy experience and related study. 

America's modern fighting ships and crews represent ultimates in sophisticated hardware and technical competence. Designers of future ships are focusing on improved structures and hardware needed to cope with advanced enemy weapons in waters near hostile territories.

When ship designers address resources needed for "crew support," they focus mainly on "quality of life," according minimal consideration to human ability to operate under adverse conditions (which the U.S. Fleet may have to encounter off the coasts of China or North Korea any day).

In any littoral combat environment, however, all of our current and future warships' physical battle systems must still depend for their operation on expert human performance under extreme stress and violence-that is to say, on human ability to fight.

Three vital aspects of human fighting ability have become over recent years so decrepit as to limit the effectiveness of the Fleet in intensive combat. These aspects are human protection, shipboard crew organization, and battle training. Each of these affects the other two. All have grown far apart, and none is being addressed with respect to either current or new ships. 

The ancient state of these three management systems limits the performance and threatens the safety of more than a hundred thousand men and women every year. The condition of these systems today renders the sailors in the ships of the United States Fleet, including aircraft carriers, the least capable of coping with enemy violence of any American armed force.

Please consider asking Navy Secretary Winter to examine the utility of focusing and centralizing responsibility for design and integration of these three critical warship management systems.

Supportive comments have been received from senior Navy officials and can be provided if desired.

Very respectfully, DSA

Detailed explanations supporting this request are presented in item A0O of http://www.dacom.comlfighting-ability/. 

An author service biography is attached. 

