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LCS—READY OR NOT?

The first Littoral Combat Ships are hitting the water. More than 50 may follow. Each must be ready to do its job in spite of mines, missile-armed fishing fleets, atmosphere-independent submarines, 200-knot  or wake-following torpedoes, long range guided missiles, and incoming salvos of up to 1000 ballistic missiles in a day. (Not to mention the threat of WMD.)

The small crews of these ships will comprise not only the most indispensable but also the most vulnerable of all the resources on board.  Questions affecting ship design may remain as to whether these crews can be as combat-capable as their hardware. Examples:

1. Will all crewmembers have protective uniforms and means to care for them?

2. Will fresh water be available near manned stations for first-aid care of burns?

3. Will adequate medical resources exist to care for wounded females?

4. Will all suitable compartments be equipped to support triage despite radical ship motion?

5. Will bedding and stored clothing be protected against fire?

6. Will flammable paints be used in interior spaces? (They still are.)

7. Will emergency toileting facilities be available near manned stations?

8. Will means exist to move laden stretchers from one deck to another?

9. Will the standard shipboard organization provide a clear chain of responsibility for overall fighting ability? 

10. Will means exist for crewmembers to see and continuously know what battle skills they are expected to achieve and sustain?

11. Will administrative demands be so intensive that battle drills can be conducted no more than 30 minutes per week? (Present average.)

12. Will means exist to secure movable equipment and furnishings quickly under high-threat conditions?

No agency of the Navy is charged with designing and coordinating standard shipboard systems for protection, organization and training.

For related discussions and supporting research, see Item A00 “Backing Up the SeaWarrior” in www.dacom.com/fighting-ability/  

